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PLEASE NOTE:  Full Resolutions are attached following minutes

MINUTES
Herkimer County Legislature

First Quarter – Third Day
Wednesday, February 17, 2016

7:30 p.m.

The Regular Session of the Herkimer County Legislature was called to order by
Chairman Bernard Peplinski, Sr. at 7:30 p. m.

Chairman Peplinski called on Legislator John Brezinski, to lead the Legislature in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Chairman Peplinski called for a moment of silence in recognition of all veterans, past and
present.

Roll Call:  Quorum present, the following answering the roll:

Present: Malta, Markwardt, Schrader, Wellington, Johnson, Keeler, Brezinski, Manno,
Bono, Ackerman, Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Shaw, Weakley (15).

Absent: Stephens, Smith (2).

Chairman Peplinski then acknowledged Legislator Brezinski for his thirty-six years on
the County Legislature.

Pursuant to Rule 8 of the Rules of the County Legislature, Chairman Peplinski asked if
there were any objections or corrections to the minutes of February 17, 2016. There were none,
and the Chairman ordered them approved.

Pursuant to Rule 11, Chairman Peplinski opened the floor for public comment. Wendy
Richardson, 4-H Program Educator, spoke to the Legislature concerning the upcoming spring
term of the Government Intern Program and expressed appreciation for the Legislature’s support
of this program. She encouraged all legislators to participate.

Chairman Peplinski stated that the communications received by the Legislature and the
committees to which they were referred were as listed on the agenda and asked if any member of
the Legislature requested mention of any particular communication. There were no requests.

No. 45 – A communication was received from the Soil and Water Conservation District
submitting minutes of 1/12/16. Placed on file.

No. 46 – A communication was received from the Mohawk Valley Water Authority providing
information on recent chemical spill at Water Treatment Plant in Prospect.  Placed on file.
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No. 47 – A communication was received from the Assemblyman Butler acknowledging receipt
of County Resolution No. 39 concerning Governor’s proposed $15 per hour minimum wage
increase.  Placed on file.

No. 48 – A communication was received from the Sheriff requesting renewal of contract with
State Unified Court System for reimbursement of provision of court security.  Referred to the
Committee on Public Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 49 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer requesting establishment of
countywide copier account.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 50 – A communication was received from Richard Collins submitting his resignation as a
member of the Herkimer County Industrial Development Agency Board of Directors.  Referred
to the Committee on County Planning and Development.

No. 51 – A communication was received from the Commissioners of Election requesting renewal
of agreement for voter registration software.  Referred to the Committee on
Administration/Veterans Affairs and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 52 – Two communications were received from ProAct, Inc. submitting reports of
prescription discount card for December 2015 and January 2016.  Placed on file.

No. 53 – A communication was received from Oneida-Herkimer Solid Waste Authority
submitting minutes and recently adopted resolutions.  Placed on file.

No. 54 – A communication was received from the Chairman of the Legislature requesting the
Vice-Chairman to sign documents and preside over meetings during his absence from the
County.  Placed on file.

No. 55 – A communication was received from the Chairman of the Legislature reappointing
Donna Salamone to the Herkimer County Planning Board.  Referred to the Committee on
County Planning and Development.

No. 56 – A communication was received from the Chairman of the Legislature reappointing
Robert Schrader to serve on the Herkimer County Humane Society Board of Directors.  Referred
to the Committee on Natural Resources.

No.57 – A communication was received from the Sole Assessor of the Town of Herkimer
requesting the county share in the cost of an appraisal in connection with an assessment
grievance.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 58 – A communication was received from the Herkimer County IDA requesting approval of
a loan from the Small Cities Revolving Loan Fund.  Referred to the Committee on County
Planning & Development and the Committee on Ways and Means.
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No. 59 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer requesting budget amendment
in connection with Safe Harbor Grant for Youth Bureau.  Referred to the Committee on County
Planning and Development and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 60 – A communication was received from the Executive Director of the Youth Bureau
requesting acceptance of Safe Harbor Grant and contract with Catholic Charities.  Referred to the
Committee on County Planning and Development and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 61 – A communication was received from the Director of Public Health requesting a staffing
change.  Referred to the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and
Means.

No. 62 – A communication was received from the Director of the Office for the Aging
requesting renewal of contract with Catholic Charities for administration of HIICAP Program.
Referred to the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 63 – Two communications were received from the Budget Officer submitting requests for
transfers of funds.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 64 – Three communications were received from the Budget Officer submitting requests for
transfers of funds.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 65 – A communication was received from Senator Seward acknowledging County’s
resolution opposing Governor’s proposal to increase minimum wage.   Placed on file.

No. 66 – A communication was received from the Director of Community Services submitting
the 2015 Annual Report of the Herkimer County Mental Health Services.  Referred to the
Committee on Human Resources.

No. 67 – A communication was received from the Director of Weights and Measures submitting
his 2015 Annual Report.  Referred to the Committee on Natural Resources.

No. 68 – A communication was received from the Director of the Office for the Aging
submitting the 2015 Annual Report of the Office for the Aging.  Referred to the Committee on
Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 69 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer submitting 2015 Annual
Report of Purchasing Agent.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 70 – A communication was received from the Personnel Officer submitting 2015 Annual
Report of the Personnel Office.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 71 – A communication was received from the Sheriff requesting contract for e-prescribe
software at Correctional Facility.  Referred to the Committee on Public Safety/Emergency
Management and the Committee on Ways and Means



4

No. 72 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer submitting requests for budget
amendment in connection with receipt of funding for Herkimer County HealthNet.  Referred to
the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 73 – A communication was received from the Personnel Officer submitting Annual Report
of Stand Alone Workers’ Compensation for 2015.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

No. 74 – A communication was received from the Personnel Officer submitting the 2015 Annual
Report of the former Herkimer County Self-Insured Workers’ Compensation Plan.  Referred to
the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 75 – A communication was received from the Personnel Officer submitting GASB 43 and 45
Actuarial Report For Fiscal Year 2015 as prepared by Acquarius Capital.  Referred to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 76 – A communication was received from Herkimer County HealthNet requesting the
County accept 2016-2017 award from New York State Dept. of Health.  Referred to the
Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 77 – A communication was received from New York State Association of Counties
acknowledging receipt of County Resolution No. 39.  Placed on file.

No. 78 – A communication was received from the Director of the Office for the Aging
requesting contract with Catholic Charities for administration of MIPPA/ADCR funding.
Referred to the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 79 – A communication was received from the Soil and Water Conservation District
submitting their 2015 Annual Report. Placed on file.

No. 80 – A communication was received from the Director of Information Services submitting
annual report of Information Services and Central Printing Departments.  Referred to the
Committee on Information Services.

No. 81 – A communication was received from the County Auditor submitting report of approvals
of corrected tax applications under $2,500 for the month of January.  Placed on file.

No. 82 – A communication was received from Robert Payne submitting his resignation from the
Herkimer County Industrial Development Board of Directors.  Referred to the Committee on
County Planning and Development.

Pursuant to Rule 6, Chairman Peplinski then proceeded with Reports of Standing Committees.
Vincent Bono, Chairman of the Committee on County Planning and Development and Chairman
of the Committee on Public Safety/Emergency Management commented on resolutions
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sponsored by those Committees and asked for the support of the full Legislature. He also gave a
report on the recent NYSAC conference he attended in Albany.

On motion of Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Schrader, the following Consent Agenda
was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Stephens, Smith (2).

Consent Agenda:
40 HUMAN RES.:  Adopting Annual Report of Mental Health Services VOICE
41 HUMAN RES.:  Adopting Annual Report of Office for the Aging VOICE
42 NATURAL RES.:  Adopting Annual Report of Dir. Of Weights VOICE

And Measures
43 WAYS & MEANS:  Adopting Annual Report of Purchasing VOICE

Agent for 2015
44 WAYS & MEANS:  Adopting Annual Report of Stand Alone Workers’ VOICE

Compensation Plan
45 Adopting Annual Report of Information Services and Central Printing VOICE

Departments
46 WAYS & MEANS:  Adopting Annual Report of Fees received VOICE

By County Personnel Office
47 WAYS & MEANS:  Adopting Annual Report of Former Self VOICE

Insurance Plan
48 CO. PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT:  Confirming Membership VOICE

To County Planning Board
49 NAT. RESOURCES:  Confirming reappointment to Humane Society VOICE

Board Of Directors
50 WAYS & MEANS:  Authorizing transfers of funds in 2015 Budget VOICE
51 WAYS & MEANS:  Authorizing transfers of funds in 2016 Budget VOICE

Chairman Peplinski continued with the Regular Agenda.

On motion of Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Shaw, Report and Resolution No. 52
sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means
authorizing renewal for HIICAP funding for County Office for the Aging was handed up; voted
on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Stephens, Smith (2).

On motion of Mr. Schrader, seconded by Mr. Russell, Report and Resolution No. 53
sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means
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authorizing contract renewal for Office for Aging for MIPPA/ADRC funding was handed up;
voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Stephens, Smith (2).

On motion of Mr. Ackerman, seconded by Mr. Johnson, Report and Resolution No. 54
sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means for
staffing change in County Public Health Nursing Service was handed up; voted on and adopted
by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Stephens, Smith (2).

On motion of Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Shaw, Report and Resolution No. 55
sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means for
temporary staffing change in Public Health Nursing Service was handed up; voted on and
adopted by roll call vote:

For: Malta, Markwardt, Schrader, Wellington, Johnson, Keeler, Brezinski, Manno,
Bono, Ackerman, Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Shaw, Weakley (15).

Against:  None. Absent: Stephens, Smith (2).

On motion of Mr. Wellington, seconded by Mr. Shaw, Report and Resolution No. 56
sponsored by the Committee on Administration/Veterans’ Affairs and the Committee on Ways
and Means authorizing contract for Voter Registration System was handed up; was voted on and
adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Stephens, Smith (2).

On motion of Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Ackerman, Report and Resolution No. 57
sponsored by the Committee on County Planning and Development and the Committee on Ways
and Means amending budget in connection with receipt of grant for Herkimer County Youth
Bureau was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Stephens, Smith (2).

On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Johnson, Report and Resolution No. 58
sponsored by the Committee on County Planning and Development and the Committee on Ways
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and Means authorizing contract with Catholic Charities in connection with Safe Harbor Grant
was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Stephens, Smith (2).

On motion of Mr. Weakley, seconded by Mr. Ackerman, Report and Resolution No. 59
sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means amending budget to establish Central Copier
Account was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Stephens, Smith (2).

On motion of Mr. Keeler, seconded by Mr. Schrader, Report and Resolution No. 60
sponsored by the Committee on Public Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on
Ways and Means approving amendment to Court Security Contract was handed up; voted on and
adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Stephens, Smith (2).

On motion of Mr. Markwardt, seconded by Mr. Ackerman, Report and Resolution No. 61
sponsored by the Committee on Public Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on
Ways and Means authorizing agreement for E-Prescribe Software for Sheriff’s Department was
handed up; was voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Stephens, Smith (2).

On motion of Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Weakley, Report and Resolution No. 62
sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means authorizing contribution to the defense of
assessment challenge for parcel in the Town of Herkimer was handed up; voted on and adopted
by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Stephens, Smith (2).

On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Markwardt, Report and Resolution No. 63
sponsored by the Committee on County Planning and Development and the Committee on Ways
and Means approving loan from Small Cities Revolving Loan Fund was handed up; discussion
was held; was voted on and adopted by voice vote:
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For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Stephens, Smith (2).

On motion of Mr. Campione, seconded by Mr. Ackerman, Report and Resolution No. 64
sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means
approving budget amendment for Herkimer County HealthNet was handed up; voted on and
adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Stephens, Smith (2).

On motion of Mr. Ackerman, seconded by Mr. Schrader, Report and Resolution No. 65
sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means granting an additional leave of absence was
handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Stephens, Smith (2).

On motion of Mr. Weakley, seconded by Mr. Johnson, Report and Resolution No. 66
sponsored by the Committee on Natural Resources reappointing representative for Herkimer
County on the Adirondack Park Local Government Review Board was handed up; voted on and
adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Stephens, Smith (2).

On motion of Mr. Ackerman, seconded by Mr. Brezinski, Report and Resolution No. 67
sponsored by the Committee on County Planning and Development making appointment to
Herkimer County Industrial Development Agency was handed up; voted on and adopted by
voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Stephens, Smith (2).

On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Shaw, Report and Resolution No. 68 sponsored
by the Committee on County Planning and Development making appointment to Herkimer
County Industrial Development Agency was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

.
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On motion of Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Weakley, Report and Resolution No. 69
sponsored by the Committee on Administration/Veterans Affairs and the Committee on Ways
and Means requesting authority to extend the imposition of a mortgage recording tax was handed
up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Stephens, Smith (2).

On motion of Mr. Ackerman, seconded by Mr. Shaw, Report and Resolution No. 70
sponsored by the Committee on Education and the Committee on Ways and Means regarding
lead agency status under the State Environmental Quality Review Act was handed up; voted on
and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Stephens, Smith (2).

On motion of Mr. Shaw, seconded by Mr. Bono, Report and Resolution No. 71 sponsored
by the Committee on Education and the Committee on Ways and Means to provide that the
construction of a PV Solar Array by Solar City be classified as an Unlisted Action pursuant to
the State Environmental Quality Review Act was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice
vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Stephens, Smith (2).

On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Smith, Report and Resolution No. 72
sponsored by the Committee on Natural Resources appointing representatives to Intercounty
Legislative Committee of the Adirondacks was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Stephens, Smith (2).

Chairman Peplinski stated that pursuant to Rule 6(12) they would proceed with
comments by legislators. The following legislators had comments:  Legislator Brezinski,
Legislator Russell.

At 7:55 p.m., on motion of Mr. Manno, seconded by Mr. Wellington, the Legislature
adjourned to Wednesday, March 16, 2016 at 7:30 p.m.

Carole L. LaLonde, Clerk




































































