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PLEASE NOTE:  Full Resolutions are attached following minutes

MINUTES
Herkimer County Legislature

Third Quarter – First Day
Wednesday, July 6, 2016

2:00 p.m.

Public Hearing

The Public Hearing on Introductory Local Law No. 1 for 2016 was called to order at 1:45
p.m. by Frederick Shaw, Chairman of the Committee on Natural Resources.  The Clerk read the
notice of the meeting.  Mr. Shaw then asked if there was anyone wishing to speak on the local
law.   There were no requests to speak and the hearing was declared closed at 1:47 p.m.

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that there has been presented to the County Legislature of the
County of Herkimer, State of New York, on the 8th day of June, 2016, Introductory Local Law
No. 1 for the year 2016 entitled, “A LOCAL LAW REGULATING THE USE OF PUBLIC
AND PRIVATE SEWERS AND DRAINS, PRIVATE WASTEWATER DISPOSAL,
INSTALLATION AND CONNECTION OF BUILDING LATERALS, AND THE
DISCHARGE OF WATERS AND WASTES INTO THE PUBLIC SEWER SYSTEMS; AND
PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS THEREOF; IN THE HERKIMER COUNTY
SEWER DISTRICT, COUNTY OF HERKIMER, STATE OF NEW YORK AND AMENDING
LOCAL LAW NO. 1 FOR THE YEAR 2007”.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that the County Legislature of the County of Herkimer
will hold a public hearing on the aforesaid proposed Local Law, to be conducted by the
Committee on Natural Resources at the Legislative Chambers in the County Office Building,
Herkimer, New York, on the 6th day of July, 2016 at 1:45 p.m., at which time all persons
interested will be heard.

Dated: June 23, 2016.

The Third Quarterly Session of the Herkimer County Legislature was called to order by
Chairman Bernard Peplinski, Sr. at 2:00 p. m.

Chairman Peplinski called on Richard Louis, Jr., Director of the Herkimer County
Veterans’ Service Agency, to lead the Legislature in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Chairman Peplinski called for a moment of silence in recognition of all veterans, past and
present.

Roll Call:  Quorum present, the following answering the roll:
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Present: Malta, Schrader, Wellington, Johnson, Stephens, Keeler, Brezinski, Manno,
Smith, Bono, Ackerman, Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Shaw, Weakley (16).

Absent: Markwardt (1).

Pursuant to Rule 8 of the Rules of the County Legislature, Chairman Peplinski asked if
there were any objections or corrections to the minutes of June 8, 2016. There were none, and
the Chairman ordered them approved.

Chairman Peplinski dispensed with the regular session and called upon Legislator
Raymond Smith, Tim Seymour, Commissioner of Social Services and members of his staff who
participated in the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Program. Commissioner Seymour gave a
brief background on the VITA program. Mr. Smith commended these employees who
volunteered their time and effort for this tax preparation assistance service which generated a
combined state and federal tax refund of $1,227,319 for the 2015 tax year, and presented
certificates for the following employees:  Kristin Baker, Cathy Lowell, Kim Collis, Martha
Caliguire, Andrea Mancuso, Debbie Smith, Eva Kirchberg and Chris Marsden.

Chairman Peplinski then called on Dan Sullivan of Keep Mohawk Valley Beautiful and
the Greater Mohawk Valley Land Bank to make a presentation. Mr. Sullivan gave an update on
the progress of the Six County Greater Mohawk Valley Land Bank.  He advised that the next
step after the application is the certification. He presented material concerning a draft resolution
to designate an official board member and an intergovernmental agreement for the County’s
consideration.  He advised that the grant window closes August 15th. He stated that the Land
Bank Board will meet again on July 26th at the MVEDD Office in Mohawk and that the Land
Bank will be headquartered in Herkimer County.    Mr. Sullivan advised that counties with the
shovel ready projects will be considered first and that they want to balance the funding through
the six county region.  He stated that the goal is to put properties back into proper use and to put
them back on the tax rolls, but if a non-profit institution wishes to purchase a building they will
be considered, but added that the primary focus will be on residential and downtown mixed use,
which is taxable.  Mr. Sullivan thanked the Legislature for the opportunity to speak.

Pursuant to Rule 11, Chairman Peplinski opened the floor for public comment. There
were no comments.

Chairman Peplinski stated that the communications received by the Legislature and the
committees to which they were referred were as listed on the agenda and asked if any member of
the Legislature requested mention of any particular communication. There were no requests.

No. 198A – A communication was received from Senator Seward advising of co-sponsorship of
senate bill for mandate relief of indigent defense services.  Placed on file.

No. 199 – A communication was received from the Commissioner of Social Services advising of
results of 2015 Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Program. Placed on file.
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No. 200 – A communication was received from the Business Manager of Central Valley School
District expressing appreciation for use of county owned electronic voting machines.  Placed on
file.

No. 201 – A communication was received from the Commissioners of Elections submitting the
2015 Annual Report of the Board of Elections.  Referred to the Committee on
Administration/Veterans Affairs.

No. 202 – A communication was received from the Personnel Officer requesting contract with
health insurance consultant.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 203 – A communication was received from the Director of the Office for the Aging
requesting a memorandum of understanding with Alzheimer’s Association for the Caregiver
Services Initiative.  Referred to the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on
Ways and Means.

No. 204 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer submitting request for
transfers of funds.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 205 – A communication was received from the STOP-DWI Coordinator submitting the 2015
Annual Report of the STOP-DWI Office.  Referred to the Committee on Public
Safety/Emergency Management.

No. 206 – A communication was received from the Director of Emergency Services requesting
approval for receipt of two Homeland Security Grants.  Referred to the Committee on Public
Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 207 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer requesting budget
amendments in connection with receipt of two Homeland Security Grants.  Referred to the
Committee on Public Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 208 – A communication was received from the Office of the District Attorney advising of
award of Crime Victims Services Grant.  Referred to the Committee on Public Safety and
Emergency Management and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 209 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer requesting budget
amendment in connection with receipt of Crime Victims Services Grant Award.  Referred to the
Committee on Public Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 210 – A communication was received from the County Treasurer submitting Revised County
Investment Policy for approval.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 211 – A communication was received from Assemblyman Butler acknowledging receipt of
county’s resolution concerning costs of additional indigent defense costs.  Placed on file.
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No. 212 – A communication was received from the Commissioner of Social Services concerning
changes under Supervision and Treatment Services for Juveniles Program.  Referred to the
Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 213 – A communication was received from the County Treasurer submitting the final results
from the county land auction.  Placed on file.

No. 214 – A communication was received from the Chairman of the Legislature recommending
appointment of Vincent J. Bono to the Herkimer County Law Library Board of Trustees.  Placed
on file.

No. 215 – A communication was received from the HCCC Board of Trustees submitting
resolution for land use permit for installation of state wide weather station at College.  Referred
to the Committee on Education.

No. 216 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer requesting budget
amendment in connection with grant funding for respite services under Caregiver Services
Initiative.  Referred to the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and
Means.

Pursuant to Rule 6, Chairman Peplinski then proceeded with Reports of Standing Committees.
There were no reports.

On motion of Mr. Ackerman, seconded by Mr. Smith, the following Consent Agenda was
handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (16). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt (1).

Consent Agenda:
155 ADMIN./VET. AFFAIRS:  Adopting Annual Report of County Board of VOICE

Elections
156 PUB. SFTY./EMER. MGMT.:  Adopting Annual Report of County VOICE

STOP-DWI Program
157 WAYS & MEANS:  Transferring funds VOICE

Chairman Peplinski continued with the Regular Agenda.

On motion of Mr. Brezinski, seconded by Mr. Shaw, Report and Resolution No. 158
sponsored by the Committee on Natural Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means
adopting Introductory Local Law No. 1 for 2016 was handed up.  Christopher Bray, Attorney for
the Sewer Board advised that this local law makes technical changes as required by the
Environmental Protection Agency and makes no significant changes to the County’s Sewer Use
Law.  The resolution was voted on and adopted by roll call vote:
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For: Malta, Schrader, Wellington, Johnson, Stephens, Keeler, Brezinski, Manno, Smith,
Bono, Ackerman, Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Shaw, Weakley (16).

Against:  None. Absent: Markwardt (1).

On motion of Mr. Ackerman, seconded by Mr. Stephens, Report and Resolution No. 159
sponsored by the Committee on Public Safety and Emergency Management and the Committee
on Ways and Means in connection with receipt of Homeland Security Funding was handed up;
voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (16). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt (1).

On motion of Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Bono, Report and Resolution No. 160
sponsored by the Committee on Public Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on
Ways and Means in connection with receipt of Emergency Management Performance Grant
Funding was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (16). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt (1).

On motion of Mr. Stephens, seconded by Mr. Keeler, Report and Resolution No. 161
sponsored by the Committee on Public Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee
Ways and Means in connection with Crime Victim Services Grant for District Attorney’s Office
was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For: Ayes (16). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt (1).

On motion of Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Stephens, Report and Resolution No. 162
sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means concerning Health Insurance Broker Services
was handed up; was voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (16). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt (1).

On motion of Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Ackerman, Report and Resolution No. 163
sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means adopting Investment Policy of the County of
Herkimer was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For: Ayes (16). Against:  None.
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Absent: Markwardt (1).

On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Smith, Report and Resolution No. 164
sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means
authorizing Memorandum of Understanding with Alzheimer’s Association, Central New York
Chapter, to provide respite services under the Caregiver Services Initiative was handed up; voted
on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (16). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt (1).

On motion of Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. Shaw, Report and Resolution No. 165
sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means
amending Plan Application and Contract in connection with funding for Supervision and
Treatment Services for Juveniles Program was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (16). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt (1).

On motion of Mr. Ackerman, seconded by Mr. Stephens, Report and Resolution No. 166
sponsored by the Committee on Education approving Land Use Permit at Herkimer County
Community College was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (16). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt (1).

On motion of Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Johnson, Report and Resolution No. 167
sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means approving Standard Workday and Retirement
Reporting for Elected and Appointed Officials was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice
vote:

For: Ayes (16). Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt (1).

Chairman Peplinski stated that pursuant to Rule 6(12) they would proceed with
comments by legislators. The following legislators had comments:  Legislator Smith

At 2:25 p.m., on motion of Mr. Manno, seconded by Mr. Wellington, the Legislature
adjourned to Wednesday, July 27, 2016 at 7:30 p.m.

Carole L. LaLonde, Clerk






































