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(PLEASE NOTE:  Full Resolutions are attached following minutes)

MINUTES
Herkimer County Legislature
Fourth Quarter – Fourth Day

Wednesday, December 14, 2016
7:30 p.m.

Public Hearing

The Public Hearing on the Tentative Budget for the County of Herkimer for the year
beginning January 1, 2017 was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Patrick E. Russell, Chairman of
the Ways and Means Committee.  The Clerk read the notice of the meeting.  Mr. Russell then
asked if there was anyone in the audience wishing to speak. There were no requests. Legislator
Manno stated that this increase is within the tax cap which hopefully will allow taxpayers to
receive a rebate again next year.  Legislator Smith questioned an amendment to the budget
concerning salaries and Mr. Russell stated that if that action was passed, that would take place
when the budget is adopted. There were no further statements and the hearing was declared
closed at 7:04 p.m.

NOTICE OF HEARING ON TENTATIVE BUDGET FOR 2016

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the County Legislature of the County of Herkimer
will meet in the Legislative Chambers, County Office Building, 109 Mary Street, Herkimer, New
York, at 7:00 p.m. on the 14th day of December, 2016 for the purpose of holding a public
hearing on the tentative budget of said County of Herkimer for the year beginning January 1,
2017.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that the maximum annual salary for county legislator for
the year 2017 shall be $6,500 and the maximum annual salary for the Chairman of the County
Legislature for 2017 shall be $12,000.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that copies of said tentative budget are available in the
Office of the Clerk of said Legislature at Herkimer, New York, where they may be inspected or
procured by any interested person during business hours.

By Order of the Herkimer County Legislature.

Dated: December 2, 2016. Carole L. LaLonde, Clerk

The Regular Session of the Herkimer County Legislature was called to order by
Chairman Bernard Peplinski, Sr. at 7:35 p. m.
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Chairman Peplinski called on Beth Sadlon, Director of Real Property Tax Services,
to lead the Legislature in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Chairman Peplinski called for a moment of silence in recognition of all veterans, past and
present.

Roll Call:  Quorum present, the following answering the roll:

Present: Malta, Markwardt, Schrader, Wellington, Johnson, Stephens, Keeler,
Brezinski, Manno, Smith, Bono, Ackerman, Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Shaw, Weakley (17).

Absent: None.

Pursuant to Rule 8 of the Rules of the County Legislature, Chairman Peplinski asked if
there were any objections or corrections to the minutes of November 16, 2016. There were
none, and the Chairman ordered them approved.

Pursuant to Rule 11, Chairman Peplinski opened the floor for public comment. There
were no requests to speak.

Chairman Peplinski stated that the communications received by the Legislature and the
committees to which they were referred were as listed on the agenda and asked if any member of
the Legislature requested mention of any particular communication. There were no requests.

No. 352 – A communication was received from the New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation advising of the expiration of the term of office for the landowner
representative to the Fish and Wildlife Management Board.  Referred to the Committee on
Natural Resources.

No. 353 – A communication was received from the Sheriff requesting renewal of agreement with
Oneida County Sheriff’s Office for security services at Central New York Psychiatric Center.
Referred to the Committee on Public Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on
Ways and Means.

No. 354 – A communication was received from NYSAC acknowledging receipt of Resolution
No. 280.  Placed on file.

No. 355 – A communication was received from the Oneida-Herkimer Solid Waste Authority
submitting minutes and recently adopted resolutions.  Placed on file.

No. 356 – A communication was received from the State Dept. of Public Service advising of
available publications on energy savings for upcoming winter season.  Placed on file.

No. 357 – A communication was received from Capital District OTB submitting financial reports
for August and September.  Placed on file.
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No. 358 – A communication was received from the Adirondack Park Agency acknowledging
receipt of Resolution No. 280.  Placed on file.

No. 359 – A communication was received from the Director of Real Property Tax Services
submitting the County Equalization Table.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 360 – A communication was received from the Director of Real Property Tax Services
submitting request from towns for tax levies for Consolidated Health Districts.  Referred to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 361 – A communication was received from the Director of Probation requesting acceptance
of Ignition Interlock Device Monitoring Program Grant.  Referred to the Committee on Public
Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 362 – A communication was received from Jeffrey Chase advising of his retirement as
Director of Weights and Measures.  Referred to the Committee on Natural Resources.

No. 363 – A communication was received from the Director of Office for the Aging requesting
contract with VNA Homecare Options for provision of meals on wheels to their clients.
Referred to the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 364 – A communication was received from the Director of the Office for the Aging
requesting renewal of contracts under Title IIIE Caregiver Support Program.  Referred to the
Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 365 – A communication was received from the County Highway Superintendent submitting
project under Capital Construction Program for 2017.  Referred to the Committee on Highways.

No. 366 – A communication was received from the Director of Community Services requesting
approval of increase in funding for contracted agencies and also requesting appointment to
Community Services Board.  Referred to the Committee on Human Resources and the
Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 367 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer submitting recommendation
for award of bid for vehicles for Department of Social Services.  Referred to the Committee on
Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 368 – A communication was received from the Director of Real Property Tax Services
submitting Table of Forms and Footings.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 369 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer submitting requests for
transfers of funds.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 370 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer requesting budget
amendment in connection with STOP-DWI Crackdown Grant.  Referred to the Committee on
Public Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on Ways and Means.
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No. 371 – A communication was received from the District Attorney requesting approval of
2016-2017 Aid to Prosecution Grant.  Referred to the Committee on Public Safety/Emergency
Management and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 372 – A communication was received from the STOP-DWI Coordinator submitting request
for approval of New York State Highway Safety Program STOP-DWI Crackdown Grant.
Referred to the Committee on Public Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on
Ways and Means.

No. 373 – A communication was received from the County Treasurer submitting report of
Unpaid School, Village and City taxes. Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 374 – A communication was received from the Director of Real Property Tax Services
submitting tabulation of town budgets.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 375 – A communication was received from the Chairman of the Legislature appointing
Bonnie Muffett to the Community Services Board. Referred to the Committee on Human
Resources.

No. 376 – A communication was received from the Director of Real Property Tax Services
submitting tax levy and warrants.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 377 – A communication was received from the Family of Ronal Deming with appreciation
for expression of sympathy.  Placed on file

No. 378 – A communication was received from the County Administrator submitting request for
amendment of Salary Schedule I.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 379 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer submitting request for
transfers of funds.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 380 – A communication was received from the Director of Real Property Tax Services
submitting District Tax Rates.  Ordered print and file.

Pursuant to Rule 6, Chairman Peplinski then proceeded with Reports of Standing Committees.
Frederick Shaw, Chairman of the Committee on Natural Resources, stated there had been a
second meeting on the update of the Agricultural  Farmland Protection Plan and they were
moving forward with another meeting to be held on January 18, 2017.

On motion of Mr. Weakley, seconded by Mr. Shaw, the following Consent Agenda was handed
up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (17). Against:  None.

Absent: None.
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Consent Agenda:
281 HIGHWAYS:  Approving Project under Article 6 of Highway Law
282 WAYS & MEANS:  Authorizing contracts with non-profit organizations for

Year 2017
283 WAYS & MEANS:  Authorizing contract with Mid-York Library System
284 WAYS & MEANS:  Authorizing contract with Adirondack Park Local

Government Review Board
285 WAYS & MEANS: Transferring funds

Chairman Peplinski continued with the Regular Agenda.

On motion of Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Bono, Report and Resolution No. 286
sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means adopting 2017 County Budget was handed up;
Mr. Russell expressed thanks to all the legislators, department heads and county staff who had
been involved in the budget process and for their diligence in this very difficult budget year.  The
resolution was voted on and adopted by roll call vote:

For: Malta, Markwardt, Schrader, Wellington, Stephens, Keeler, Brezinski, Manno,
Bono, Ackerman, Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Shaw, Weakley (15).

Against: Johnson, Smith (2). Absent: None.

On motion of Mr. Ackerman, seconded by Mr. Stephens, Report and Resolution No. 287
sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means making appropriation for conduct of county
government for 2017 was handed up; voted on and adopted by roll call vote:

For: Malta, Markwardt, Schrader, Wellington, Johnson, Stephens, Keeler, Brezinski,
Manno, Bono, Ackerman, Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Shaw, Weakley (16).

Against: Smith (1). Absent: None.

On motion of Mr. Shaw, seconded by Mr. Malta, Report and Resolution No. 288
sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means
authorizing contract with VNA Homecare Options for provision of home delivered meals was
handed up; discussion was held; was voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (17). Against:  None.

Absent: None.

On motion of Mr. Campione, seconded by Mr. Markwardt, Report and Resolution No.
289 sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means
authorizing contracts for services under Caregiver Support Program was handed up; voted on
and adopted by voice vote:
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For:  Ayes (17). Against:  None.

Absent: None.

On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Keeler, Report and Resolution No. 290
sponsored by the Committee on Public Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on
Ways and Means in connection with receipt of Ignition Interlock Monitoring Device Grant was
handed up; was voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (17). Against:  None.

Absent: None.

On motion of Mr. Stephens, seconded by Mr. Markwardt, Report and Resolution No. 291
sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means
awarding bids for vehicles for Social Services Department was handed up; voted on and adopted
by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (17). Against:  None.

Absent: None.

On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Schrader, Report and Resolution No. 292
sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and amending
Resolution No. 19 of 2016 authorizing contracts for Herkimer County Mental Health Services
was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (17). Against:  None.

Absent: None.

On motion of Mr. Keeler, seconded by Mr. Shaw, Report and Resolution No. 293
sponsored by the Committee on Public Safety and Emergency Management and the Committee
on Ways and Means accepting grant and amending budget in connection with receipt of STOP-
DWI funding was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (17). Against:  None.

Absent: None.

On motion of Mr. Markwardt, seconded by Mr. Stephens, Report and Resolution No. 294
sponsored by the Committee on Public Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on
Ways and Means accepting grant from Division of Criminal Justice Services for Herkimer
County District Attorney’s Office was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:
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For:  Ayes (17). Against:  None.

Absent: None.

On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Keeler, Report and Resolution No. 295
sponsored by the Committee on Public Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on
Ways and Means regarding agreement for security of inmates at Central New York Psychiatric
Center was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (17). Against:  None.

Absent: None.

On motion of Mr. Campione, seconded by Mr. Wellington, Report and Resolution No.
296 sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means levying Consolidated Health Taxes was
handed up; voted on and adopted by roll call vote:

For:  Malta, Markwardt, Schrader, Wellington, Johnson, Stephens, Keeler, Brezinski,
Manno, Smith, Bono, Ackerman, Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Shaw, Weakley (17).

Against:  None. Absent: None.

On motion of Mr. Malta, seconded by Mr. Ackerman, Report and Resolution No. 297
sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means adopting 2017 Equalization Table was handed
up; voted on and adopted by roll call vote:

For:  Malta, Markwardt, Schrader, Wellington, Johnson, Stephens, Keeler, Brezinski,
Manno, Smith, Bono, Ackerman, Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Shaw, Weakley (17).

Against:  None. Absent: None.

On motion of Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Ackerman, Report and Resolution No. 298
sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means adopting Forms and Footings was handed up;
voted on and adopted by roll call vote:

For:  Malta, Markwardt, Schrader, Wellington, Johnson, Stephens, Keeler, Brezinski,
Manno, Smith, Bono, Ackerman, Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Shaw, Weakley (17).

Against:  None. Absent: None.

On motion of Mr. Shaw, seconded by Mr. Schrader, Report and Resolution No. 299
sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means Levying Taxes for 2017 was handed up; voted
on and adopted by roll call vote:
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For:  Malta, Markwardt, Schrader, Wellington, Johnson, Stephens, Keeler, Brezinski,
Manno, Smith, Bono, Ackerman, Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Shaw, Weakley (17).

Against:  None. Absent: None.

On motion of Mr. Markwardt, seconded by Mr. Weakley, Report and Resolution No. 300
sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means relevying Unpaid Schol, Village and City
Taxes was handed up; voted on and adopted by roll call vote:

For:  Malta, Markwardt, Schrader, Wellington, Johnson, Stephens, Keeler, Brezinski,
Manno, Smith, Bono, Ackerman, Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Shaw, Weakley (17).

Against:  None. Absent: None.

On motion of Mr. Stephens, seconded by Mr. Shaw, Report and Resolution No. 301
sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means adopting Levy for Town Budgets was handed
up; voted on and adopted by roll call vote:

For:  Malta, Markwardt, Schrader, Wellington, Johnson, Stephens, Keeler, Brezinski,
Manno, Smith, Bono, Ackerman, Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Shaw, Weakley (17).

Against:  None. Absent: None.

On motion of Mr. Shaw, seconded by Mr. Malta, Report and Resolution No. 302
sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means authorizing payment of dues for municipal
officers and employees during the year 2017 was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice
vote:

For:  Ayes (17). Against:  None.

Absent: None.

On motion of Mr. Shaw, seconded by Mr. Markwardt, Report and Resolution No. 303
sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means authorizing attendance at conferences for
municipal officers and employees during the year 2017 was handed up; voted on and adopted by
voice vote:

For:  Ayes (17). Against: None.

Absent: None.

On motion of Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Bono, Report and Resolution No. 304
sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means approving tax warrants was handed up; voted
on and adopted by roll call vote:
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For:  Malta, Markwardt, Schrader, Wellington, Johnson, Stephens, Keeler, Brezinski,
Manno, Smith, Bono, Ackerman, Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Shaw, Weakley (17).

Against:  None. Absent: None.

On motion of Mr. Schrader, seconded by Mr. Stephens, Report and Resolution No. 305
approving minutes for 2016 was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For: Ayes (17). Against:  None.

Absent: None.

On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Campione, Report and Resolution No. 306
approving the Chairman’s and Clerk’s certificate was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice
vote:

For:  Ayes (17). Against:  None.

Absent: None.

Chairman Peplinski stated that pursuant to Rule 6(12) they would proceed with
comments by legislators. Legislator Bono expressed appreciation to County Highway
Superintendent Mark Nagele and his staff for their recent assistance in performing some work at
the 5S Business Park, and thanked Chairman and Mrs. Peplinski for hosting the annual
legislature Christmas party, during which the auction raised over $2,000 to be donated to the
meals on wheels program. Chairman Peplinski wished everyone a good holiday season.

At 7:58 p.m., on motion of Mr. Manno, seconded by Mr. Wellington, the Legislature
adjourned to Wednesday, January 4, 2017 at 2:00 p.m.

Carole L. LaLonde, Clerk
















































































