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(PLEASE NOTE:  Full Resolutions are attached following minutes)   

     
       

MINUTES 

Herkimer County Legislature 

 Second Quarter – Third Day 

Wednesday, May 17, 2017 

7:30 p.m. 

 

 

Public Hearing 

 

 The Public Hearing on the County-Wide Shared Services Initiative as adopted in the 

2017-2018 New York State Budget was called to order at 6:15 p.m. by Bernard Peplinski, Sr., 

Chairman of the County Legislature.  The Clerk read the Notice.  Chairman Peplinski then asked 

if there was anyone wishing to speak on hearing. Reporters from the West Winfield Star – Jean 

and Mary Doremus had signed in, but did not request to speak. There were no other speakers,  

and the  hearing was declared closed at 6:17 p.m.  

 

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS  

 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that public hearings will be held on Wednesday, May 17, 

2017, Wednesday, June 14, 2017 and Wednesday, July 12, 2017, at 1:00  PM at the Legislature 

Chambers, County Office Building, 109 Mary Street, Herkimer, New York, regarding the 

County-Wide Shared Services Initiative as adopted in the 2017-2018 New York State Budget.  

Dated:  May 5, 2017.  

 

 The Regular Session of the Herkimer County Legislature was called to order by 

Chairman Bernard Peplinski at 7:30 p. m. 

 

 Chairman Peplinski called on Kathy Wright, Acting Director of Information Services,                       

to lead the Legislature in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 Chairman Peplinski called for a moment of silence in recognition of all veterans, past and 

present. 

 

 Roll Call:  Quorum present, the following answering the roll: 

 

 Present:  Malta, Markwardt, Schrader, Wellington, Johnson, Stephens, Keeler, Brezinski, 

Manno, Smith, Bono, Ackerman, Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Shaw, Weakley (17). 

 

 Absent:  None.   
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 Pursuant to Rule 8 of the Rules of the County Legislature, Chairman Peplinski asked if 

there were any objections or corrections to the minutes of April 26, 2017.   There were none, and 

the Chairman ordered them approved. 

   

 Pursuant to Rule 11 Chairman Peplinski opened the floor for public comment. There 

were no comments.  

  

Chairman Peplinski stated that the communications received by the Legislature and the 

committees to which they were referred were as listed on the agenda and asked if any member of 

the Legislature requested mention of any particular communication. There were no requests. 

 

No. 158 – A communication was received from Senator Seward concerning proposed cell phone 

surcharge on pre-paid cell phones.  Placed on file. 

 

No. 159 – A communication was received from Senator Seward acknowledging receipt of 

Herkimer County’s Resolution No. 77.  Placed on file. 

 

No. 160 – A communication was received from the Oneida-Herkimer Solid Waste Authority 

Submitting 2016 Annual Report.  Placed on file. 

  

No. 161 – A communication was received from the Capital District OTB submitting financial 

reports for January an0d February 2017 and audits for years 2015 and 2016.  Placed on file. 

 

No. 162 – A communication was received from the Recording Officer and County Treasurer 

submitting Semi-Annual Mortgage Tax Report for October 2016 to March 2017.  Referred to the 

Committee on Ways and Means. 

  

No. 163 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer submitting recommendation 

for award of bid for Truck-Tractor Cab and Chassis for County Highway Department.  Referred 

to the Committee on Highways. 

 

No. 164 – A communication was received from the County Highway Superintendent requesting 

a staffing change.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

 

No. 165 – A communication was received from the Personnel Officer requesting extension of 

appointment of Acting Director of Information Services.  Referred to the Committee on 

Information Services and the Committee on Ways and Means. 

 

No. 166 – A communication was received from the Director of Emergency Services requesting 

resolution supporting McCauley Mountain Communications Tower.  Referred to the Committee 

on Public Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on Ways and Means. 

 

No. 167 – A communication was received from the County Highway Superintendent submitting 

2017-2018 Capital Construction Projects.  Referred to the Committee on Highways. 
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No. 168 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer submitting recommendation 

for award of bid for Rubber Tired Hydraulic Excavator for Highway Department.  Referred to 

the Committee on Highways. 

 

No. 169 – A communication was received from the Director of Public Health requesting renewal 

of contract with State for Rabies Program.  Referred to the Committee on Human Resources and 

Ways and Means. 

 

No. 170 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer submitting request for 

appropriation of funds in connection with Frankfort 5S South Business Park.  Referred to the 

Committee on County Planning and Development and the Committee on Ways and Means. 

 

No. 171 – A communication was received from the County Attorney concerning former 

Dolgeville premises.  Referred to the Committee on County Properties. 

 

No. 172 – A communication was received from the Director of Public Health concerning 

mandated contract for STD clinical services.  Referred to the Committee on Human Resources 

and the Committee on Ways and Means. 

 

No. 173 – A communication was received from the County Attorney concerning SolarCity 

Project at HCCC.  Referred to the Committee on Education and the Committee on Ways and 

Means.   

 

No. 174 – A communication was received from the County Highway Superintendent submitting 

receipt of an email received 5/9/19 concerning conditions on Newport Road.  Referred to the 

Committee on Highways. 

 

No. 175 – A communication was received from the County Highway Superintendent submitting 

receipt of an email concerning letter sent in 2016 concerning conditions on Newport Road.  

Referred to the Committee on Highways. 

 

No. 176 – A communication was received from the County Highway Superintendent submitting 

receipt of an email concerning conditions on Military Road.  Referred to the Committee on 

Highways. 

 

No. 177 – A communication was received from the Chairman of the Legislature advising of 

being out of town and authorizing Vice-Chairman to sign documents in his absence.  Placed on 

file. 

 

 Pursuant to Rule 6, Chairman Peplinski then proceeded with Reports of Standing 

Committees.  Legislator Vincent J. Bono gave an update on a recent meeting of the Oneida-

Herkimer Solid Waste Authority Board, of which he is the Legislature member.  He stated that 

the Authority has received a 2017 EPA Environmental Champion Award for Region 2, which is 

the highest recognition bestowed to the public by EPA, for their strong public information 

efforts, including the most recent “Am I Recyclable” Campaign.  He added that the Authority is 

starting a 1.1 megawatt  SolarCity project that will be operational on May 29th  to provide power 
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for  and is also seeking RFPs for excessive heat generated by the three turbines that could be 

used for electricity for a couple of wood molding companies.  Mr. Manno, Chairman of the 

Information Services Committee, stated that the Committee is putting forth a resolution for an 

extension of  the appointment of Kathy Wright as Acting Director of Information Services until 

August 1, 2017. and added that she is doing a great job.  Raymond Johnson, Chairman of the 

Administration/Veterans’ Affairs Committee, stated that school elections were held yesterday 

and 6 school districts used the county machines, there were no problems, and the new 

Commissioners did a great job. 

 

 Chairman Peplinski continued with the Regular Agenda. 

  

 On motion of Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Bono, Report and Resolution No. 120 

sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means apportioning Mortgage Tax was handed up; 

was voted on and adopted by roll call vote:   

 

 For:   Malta, Markwardt, Schrader, Wellington, Johnson, Stephens, Keeler, Brezinski, 

Manno, Smith, Bono, Ackerman, Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Shaw, Weakley (17). 

  

 Against:  None  Absent:  None. 

 

 On motion of Mr. Brezinski, seconded by Mr. Campione, Report and Resolution No. 121 

sponsored by the Committee on Highways awarding bid for purchase of excavator for Highway 

Department  was handed up; was voted on and adopted by voice vote: 

  

 For:    Ayes (17). 

 

 Against:  None.  Absent:  None.  

 

  On motion of  Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. Stephens, Report and Resolution No. 122 

sponsored by the Committee on Highways awarding bid for purchase of truck-tractor cab and 

chassis for Highway Department was handed up;  voted on and adopted by voice vote: 

 

 For:    Ayes (17). 

 

 Against:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

 On motion of Mr. Campione, seconded by Mr. Weakley, Report and Resolution No. 123 

sponsored by the Committee on Highways approving projects under Article 6 of Highway Law 

was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote: 

 

 For:  Ayes (17). 

 

 Against:  None.  Absent:  None.  
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 On motion of Mr. Schrader, seconded by Mr. Stephens, Report and Resolution No. 124 

sponsored by the Committee on Highways and the Committee on Ways and Means for staffing 

change in Highway Department was handed up; voted on and adopted by roll call vote: 

 

 For:   Malta, Markwardt, Schrader, Wellington, Johnson, Stephens, Keeler, Brezinski, 

Manno, Smith, Bono, Ackerman, Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Shaw, Weakley (17). 

  

 Against:  None  Absent:  None. 

 

 On motion of Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. Stephens, Report and Resolution No. 125 

sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means  

authorizing contract with State for Rabies Program expenses was handed up; voted on and 

adopted by voice vote: 

 

 For:  Ayes (17). 

 

 Against:  None.  Absent:  None. 

  

 On motion of  Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. Shaw, Report and Resolution No. 126 

sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means 

authorizing contract for Public Health Nursing Service for treatment of Herkimer County 

residents was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote: 

 

 For:    Ayes (17). 

 

 Against:  None.  Absent: None.  

 

 On motion of  Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. Johnson, Report and Resolution No. 127 

sponsored by the Committee on County Properties concerning premises in the Village of 

Dolgeville was handed up; voted on and adopted by roll call vote: 

 

 For:  Malta, Markwardt, Schrader, Wellington, Johnson, Stephens, Keeler, Brezinski, 

Manno, Smith, Bono, Ackerman, Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Shaw, Weakley (17). 

 

 Against:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

 On motion of Mr. Manno, seconded by Mr. Schrader, Report and Resolution No. 128 

sponsored by the Committee on Information Services and the Committee on Ways and Means 

amending Resolution No. 99 of 2017 appointing Acting Director of Information Services was 

handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:  

 

 For:    Ayes (17). 

 

 Against:  None.  Absent:  None. 
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 On motion of Mr. Stephens, seconded by Mr. Keeler, Report and Resolution No. 129 

sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means 

supporting McCauley Mountain Tower Project was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice 

vote: 

 

 For:    Ayes (17). 

 

 Against:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

 On motion of Mr. Schrader, seconded by Mr. Wellington, Report and Resolution No. 130 

sponsored by the Committee on Education and the  Committee on Ways and Means authorizing 

execution of Interconnection Agreement with Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation d/b/a 

National Grid and Related Hold Harmless Agreement with SolarCity/Tesla was handed up; voted 

on and adopted by voice vote: 

 

 For:    Ayes (16). 

 

 Against:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

 Abstain: Ackerman (1).   

 

 On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by  Mr. Shaw, Report and Resolution No. 131 

sponsored by the Committee on County Planning and Development and the Committee on Ways 

and Means appropriating funds and establishing account in connection with Industrial 

Development Agency  was handed up; was voted on and adopted by roll call vote: 

 

 For:    Malta, Markwardt, Schrader, Wellington, Johnson, Stephens, Keeler, Brezinski, 

Manno, Smith, Bono, Ackerman, Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Shaw, Weakley (17). 

 

 Against:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

 On motion of Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Weakley, Resolution No. 132 sponsored by 

the Committee on Administration/Veterans’ Affairs and the Committee on Public Safety and 

Emergency Management supporting the Towns of Webb and Inlet requesting a change in New 

York State Law allowing for the consolidation of adjoining police departments in separate 

counties was handed up; voted on, and adopted by voice vote: 

 

 For:   Ayes (17). 

 

 Against:  None.  Absent:  None. 

 

 Chairman Peplinski stated that pursuant to Rule 6(12) they would proceed with 

comments by legislators.  Mr. Campione reminded everyone of the Town of Danube’s 200th 

Celebration coming up on the weekend, with parade and barbecue on Saturday and car show on 

Sunday. 
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 At  7:55 p.m. on motion of Mr. Manno, seconded by Mr. Wellington, the Legislature 

adjourned to Wednesday, June 14, 2017 at 7:30 p.m.  A public hearing on the County-Wide 

Shared Services Initiative will be held at 6:15 p.m. 

 

 

       Carole LaLonde, Clerk 
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