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(PLEASE NOTE:  Full Resolutions are attached following minutes)

MINUTES
Herkimer County Legislature

Second Quarter – First Day
Wednesday, April 5, 2017

2:00 p.m.

The Second Quarterly Session of the Herkimer County Legislature was called to order by
Chairman Bernard Peplinski at 2:00 p. m.

Chairman Peplinski called on Anthony Fumarola, newly appointed Democratic
Commissioner of Elections, to lead the Legislature in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Chairman Peplinski called for a moment of silence in recognition of all veterans, past and
present.

Roll Call:  Quorum present, the following answering the roll:

Present: Malta, Schrader, Johnson, Stephens, Keeler, Manno, Smith, Bono, Peplinski,
Campione, Russell, Shaw, Weakley (13).

Absent: Markwardt, Wellington, Brezinski, Ackerman (4).

Pursuant to Rule 8 of the Rules of the County Legislature, Chairman Peplinski asked if
there were any objections or corrections to the minutes of March 15, 2017. There were none,
and the Chairman ordered them approved.

Pursuant to Rule 11, Chairman Peplinski opened the floor for public comment. There
were no appearances.

Chairman Peplinski stated that the communications received by the Legislature and the
committees to which they were referred were as listed on the agenda and asked if any member of
the Legislature requested mention of any particular communication. There were no requests.

No. 107 – A communication was received from the County Highway Superintendent submitting
2016 Annual Report of the County Highway Department.  Referred to the Committee on
Highways.

No. 108 – A communication was received from the Director of the Youth Bureau submitting
2016 Annual Report of the Herkimer County Youth Bureau.  Referred to the Committee on
County Planning and Development
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No. 109 – A communication was received from the County Clerk submitting the 2016 Annual
Report of the County Clerk’s Office.  Referred to the Committee on Administration/Veterans’
Affairs.

No. 110 – A communication was received from the Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor
submitting their 2016 Annual Report.  Placed on file.

No. 111 – A communication was received from National Grid submitting semi-annual PCB
Inventory Report.  Placed on file.

No. 112 – A communication was received from the Office of the State Comptroller
acknowledging receipt of mortgage recording tax local law.  Placed on file.

No. 113 – A communication was received from Senator Seward acknowledging receipt of county
resolution regarding support of Cornell Cooperative Extension Associations.  Placed on file.

No. 114 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer submitting request for
appropriation in connection with purchase of duplicating machine for the Information Services
Print Shop. Referred to the Committee on Information Services and the Committee on Ways and
Means.

No. 115 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer submitting recommendation
for contract for gas cards.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 116 – A communication was received from the Commissioner of Social Services requesting
agreement for Safe Harbor Grant.  Referred to the Committee on Human Resources and the
Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 117 – A communication was received from the Commissioners of Elections requesting
extension of grant.  Referred to the Committee on Administration/Veterans Affairs and the
Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 118 - A communication was received from the Chairman of the Sewer District Board
advising of recommendation for reappointment to Sewer Board.  Referred to the Committee on
Natural Resources.

No. 119 – A communication was received from the Personnel Officer requesting addendum of
contract with health insurance consultant.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 120 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer requesting budget
amendment in connection with receipt of HealthNet funding.  Referred to the Committee on
Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 121 - A communication was received from the County Highway Superintendent requesting
increase in Mucky Run Road Project.  Referred to the Committee on Highways.



3

No. 122 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer submitting request for
transfers of funds.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 123 – A communication was received from the County Administrator requesting renewal of
contract with Strategic Development Specialists.  Referred to the Committee on County Planning
and Development and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 124 – A communication was received from the Director of Real Property Tax Services
submitting the 2016 Annual Report of the Real Property Tax Services Agency.  Referred to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 125 – A communication was received from JoAnn Boyer advising of her retirement as
Director of Information Services.  Referred to the Committee on Information Services and the
Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 126 – A communication was received from the Chairman of the Legislature advising of
being out of town and authorizing Vice-Chairman to sign documents in his absence.  Placed on
file.

No. 127 – A communication was received from the Personnel Officer submitting for
appointment of Acting Director of Information Services.  Referred to the Committee on
Information Services and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 128 – A communication was received from the Minority Leader advising of selection of
Commissioner of Elections by Democratic member of the County Legislature.  Placed on file.

Pursuant to Rule 6, Chairman Peplinski then proceeded with Reports of Standing
Committees. Vincent Bono, Chairman of the Committee on County Planning and Development
stated that “Project Boxer” is moving ahead for the Frankfort 5S Business Park and that the IDA
is working with the company and hopes to have a contract in place in the near future.  He also
stated that the Solid Waste Authority held their electronics pickup in Little Falls and had over
150 residents take part.  Raymond Johnson, Chairman of the County Properties, advised that the
Land Bank Council has just received a grant of $1,642,000 and they are the largest land bank in
the State. Raymond Smith, Chairman of the Human Resources Committee, commented on the
update of the recent information received and prepared by the combined Mental Health and
Department of Social Services and also the information “Heartbeat of the Municipalities” profile
compiled by Dale Miller of the Herkimer-Oneida Counties Planning Department.  He stated that
both of these documents are very important and encouraged all legislators to read them and the
statistics of all municipalities and their comparisons.

On motion of Mr. Shaw, seconded by Mr. Malta, the following Consent Agenda was
handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (13). Against:  None.

Absent:  Markwardt, Wellington, Brezinski, Ackerman (4).
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Consent Agenda:
84 CO. PLANNING & DEV.:  Adopting Annual Report of Youth Bureau
85 ADMIN./VET. AFFAIRS:  Adopting Annual Report of County Clerk
86 HIGHWAYS:  Adopting Annual Report of County Supt. of Highways
87 WAYS & MEANS:  Adopting Annual Report of Real Property Tax Services
88 NAT. RESOURCES:  Designating Member to Sewer Board
89 WAYS & MEANS:  Transferring Funds

Chairman Peplinski continued with the Regular Agenda.

On motion of Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. Campione, Report and Resolution No. 90
sponsored by the Committee on Highways amending Resolution No. 244 of 2016 approving
Project under Article 116 of the Highway Law was handed up; was voted on and adopted by
voice vote:

For:    Ayes (13).

Against:  None.

Absent:  Markwardt, Wellington, Brezinski, Ackerman (4).

On motion of Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. Schrader, Report and Resolution No. 91
sponsored by the Committee on Committee on Ways and Means and the Committee on Human
Resources authorizing an agreement in connection with Safe Harbor Grant for Herkimer County
Department of Social Services was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For: Ayes (13).

Against:  None.

Absent:  Markwardt, Wellington, Brezinski, Ackerman (4).

On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Russell, Report and Resolution No. 92
sponsored by the Committee on County Planning and Development and the Committee on Ways
and Means authorizing agreement with Strategic Development Specialists to render professional
services regarding grant writing to further economic development in Herkimer County was
handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For: Ayes (13).

Against:  None.

Absent:  Markwardt, Wellington, Brezinski, Ackerman (4).
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On motion of Mr. Shaw, seconded by Mr. Campione, Report and Resolution No. 93
sponsored by the Committee on Natural Resources setting public hearing on annual thirty-day
period for 2017 for inclusion of viable agricultural land within a certified agricultural district was
handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:    Ayes (13).

Against:  None.

Absent:  Markwardt, Wellington, Brezinski, Ackerman (4).

On motion of Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. Stephens, Report and Resolution No. 94
sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means
approving budget amendment for Herkimer County HealthNet, Inc. was handed up; voted on and
adopted by voice vote:

For:    Ayes (13).

Against:  None.

Absent:  Markwardt, Wellington, Brezinski, Ackerman (4).

On motion of Mr. Shaw, seconded by Mr. Russell, Report and Resolution No. 95
sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means approving addendum to contract for health
insurance broker services was handed up; was voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:    Ayes (13).

Against:  None.

Absent:  Markwardt, Wellington, Brezinski, Ackerman (4).

On motion of Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Schrader, Report and Resolution No. 96
sponsored by the Committee on Administration/Veterans’ Affairs and the Committee on Ways
and Means extending contract for grant for Board of Elections was handed up; voted on and
adopted by voice vote:

For: Ayes (13).

Against:  None. Absent: Markwardt, Wellington, Brezinski, Ackerman (4).

On motion of Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Stephens, Report and Resolution No. 97
sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means authorizing contract for provision of fuel for
county vehicles was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  All ayes (13).
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Against:  None. Absent: Markwardt, Wellington, Brezinski, Ackerman (4).

On motion of Mr. Manno, seconded by Mr. Shaw, Report and Resolution No. 98
sponsored by the Committee on Information Services and the Committee on Ways and Means
appropriating funds in connection with duplicating machine for Information Services Print Shop
was handed up; was voted on and adopted by roll call vote:

For: Malta,  Schrader, Johnson, Stephens, Keeler, Manno, Smith, Bono, Peplinski,
Campione, Russell, Shaw, Weakley (13).

Against:  None.

Absent:  Markwardt, Wellington, Brezinski, Ackerman (4).

On motion of Mr. Manno, seconded by Mr. Smith, Report and Resolution No. 99
sponsored by the Committee on Information Services and the Committee on Ways and Means
appointing Acting Director of Information Services was handed up; voted on and adopted by
voice vote:

For:  Ayes (13).

Against:  None.

Absent: Markwardt, Wellington, Brezinski, Ackerman (4).

Mrs. Wright expressed appreciation for the appointment.

Chairman Peplinski then asked the student from the Cornell Cooperative Extension
Government Intern Program to introduce himself and what school he was from.

On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Russell, Report and Resolution No. 100
sponsored by the Committee on County Planning and Development and the Committee on Ways
and Means approving a Small Cities Grant was handed up; Mr. Bono stated that this is a
$750,000 federal pass through grant for “Project Boxer” to be administered by the IDA ; was
voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (13).

Against:  None.

Absent:  Markwardt, Wellington, Brezinski, Ackerman (4).

Chairman Peplinski stated that pursuant to Rule 6(12) they would proceed with
comments by legislators. Legislator Bono stated he wanted congratulate the Town of Schuyler
and its residents on recently celebrating their 225th Anniversary.  Chairman Peplinski
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congratulated the Town of Schuyler and stated that they have always worked with the County.
Legislator Schrader stated congratulations to JoAnn Boyer on her retirement as Director of
Information Services and expressed appreciation for her service to the County.

At 2:15 p.m. on motion of Mr. Manno, seconded by Mr. Stephens, the Legislature
adjourned to Wednesday, April 26, 2017 at 7:30 p.m., with a public hearing on the 2017 Open
Enrollment for Agricultural Districts held at 7:15 p.m.

Carole LaLonde, Clerk




































